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Protesters 
from Extinction 
Rebellion marching 
in Manchester 
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W ith a pink boat 
and a few tubes 
of superglue, 
you can change 
the way people 
think. At least 

that’s what Extinction Rebellion (XR), 
the UK-born activist group demanding 
action on climate change, proved during 
ten days of protests in London — and 
around the UK — last April.

The pink boat, emblazoned with the 
words “TELL THE TRUTH”, was an-
chored in the middle of Oxford Circus. 
Actress Emma Thompson declared her 
willingness to face arrest and climbed 
aboard to talk to the crowds.

What about the superglue, though? 
Protesters used it to stick themselves to-
gether in human chains outside the Stock 
Exchange and the Treasury. They glued 
their hands to buses and to a train.

The protests, which attracted thou-
sands of participants, bringing large 
parts of the city to a standstill, were of-
ten humorous. Yet the cause was deadly 
serious. How else could one describe 
our disappearing chances of survival on 
a planet threatening to turn against us  
after decades of exploitation in the name 
of never-ending economic growth?

Finally, here was a real cause to knock 
Brexit off the front pages of our newspa-
pers. Something happened in the course 

of those days. Call it a sudden awareness 
that nothing could be more important. 

XR — the ultimate cause
It came not a moment too soon, overlap-
ping with a global wave of school strikes 
inspired by Swedish teen activist Greta 
Thunberg. Both movements are growing 
rapidly, uniting climate protesters around 
the world — and both mean business.

Pressure had been building up since 
the release of a UN report last October, 
which warned that the planet had 12 years 
to limit climate catastrophe. Despite the 
early-warning signs of storms, floods and 
wildfires in various parts of the world, the 
initial attack of mass panic soon became 
no more than a low-level fear. 

Many believe that the XR protests 
provided an opportunity to express these 
hidden emotions. The name of the move-
ment is a call to action; and the terms it 
uses, such as “mass extinction”, “global 
emergency” and “climate breakdown”, 
underline the urgency of the situation.

It has three demands. First, it wants the 
truth about climate change to be told. Sec-
ond, it wants the UK to be carbon-neutral 
by 2025 — a goal many think is unrealistic, 
but keeping the pressure on could focus 
peoples’ minds. Third, it wants a citizens’ 
assembly to lead reforms — something 
that resonates deeply at a time of parlia-
mentary paralysis over Brexit.
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Extinction Rebellion 
— a wake-up call for 

the world
Der Zustand der Umwelt verschlechtert sich durch den rücksichtslosen Raubbau, 

den wir betreiben, immer weiter. Dem will die weltweite Bewegung Extinction 
Rebellion nicht mehr tatenlos zusehen. Von LORRAINE MALLINDER
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“What we have to do 
is the big, structural, 
political, economic 
stuff. What we’re 
being told to do is 
‘change your cotton 
buds’ and all this sort 
of pathetic micro-
consumerist bollocks, 
which just isn’t going 
to get us anywhere.”
George Monbiot, columnist for The Guardian, 
interviewed on a BBC comedy show


